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Know the NISC Plan, Manage the Problem.




Peace Corps Joins with NISC to Educate Volunteers about Invasive Species

Washington, D.C., August 9, 2004—The Peace Corps, working with the National Invasive Species Council (NISC), recently issued guidance to Peace Corps volunteers worldwide on preventing and mitigating the spread of potentially harmful invasive species. 
“Having the support and assistance of the Peace Corp is a real asset for NISC,” said Lori Williams, NISC Executive Director.  “All federal agencies are charged with weighing the risks of introducing and spreading invasive species as a result of their actions, including accidentally introducing U.S. species to other countries, and having the Peace Corp communicating this message to its significant global network of volunteers will go a long way towards increasing awareness of invasive species issues.”

An “invasive species” is defined as a species that is both non-native (or alien) to the ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm, or harm to human health.  Invasive species can be plants, animals, or pathogens.  Not all non-native species become invasive species.   

Non-native species are extremely important sources of food, fiber and recreation.  Only a small fraction of non-native species that are introduced to a new environment become established and less than 10% of those species are harmful and thus considered invasive.  The work of NISC focuses on these truly harmful species and Peace Corps volunteers are being urged to be vigilant regarding those dangerous invasive plants, animals and pathogens. Volunteers are instructed to seek guidance from appropriate experts if they are using or encountering an invasive species, or if they are not sure.   

NISC is a cabinet level council that was established by Executive Order in 1999 to provide leadership and to ensure complementary, cost-efficient and effective federal activities regarding invasive species.  But like many other federal entities, NISC depends on cooperation from local, state, tribal, private and public partners across the globe to perform its mission.  Council members include three co-chairs: the Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and the Secretaries of State, Defense, Homeland Security, Treasury, Transportation, Health and Human Services, as well as the Administrators of the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Agency for International Development and the U.S Trade Representative.
Peace Corps volunteers are currently working in 71 countries in the following areas: education, youth outreach, and community development; health and HIV/AIDS; agriculture and environment; business development; and information technology.  More information on the Peace Corps is available at www.peacecorps.gov.  More information on NISC is online at www.invasivespecies.gov.  
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Note to Stakeholders:  Stakeholder announcements and other NISC information are available on the Internet at http://www.invasivespecies.gov/.  For additional information on this topic, contact Anna Cherry at (202) 354-1891 or anna_cherry@ios.doi.gov .
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